Central Algonquian 

The Central Algonquian languages, Shawnee, Fox-Sauk-Kickapoo, Nfiami-Hlinois, 
Potawatomi, Ojibwa, Cree, and Menominee, do not constitute a genetic subgroup. 
Any shared innovations are considered the result of contact. Goddard 1978b and 
HoUow & Paries 1980 provide good overviews of the Central and Plains languages, 
and Rhodes & Todd 1981 discuss in detail the Cree and Ojibwa dialect continua. 

Shawnee speakers moved often during prehistoric and historic times, but now 
reside primarily in Oklahoma in three groups, the Absentee, Eastern, and Cherokee 
(or Loyal) Shawnee. Pearson (1991: 7) reported around 250 speakers, middle-aged 
and older. Shawnee may be more closely related to Fox-Sauk-Kickapoo than to the 
other languages. A number of wordlists were recorded during the 18th and 19th 
centuries (Pilling 1891). Major published work on Shawnee in the 20th century deals 
with phonetics (Hickerson 1958-9), phonology ( Voegelin 1935a), historical phonology 
(Miller 1959a), paradigms (Voegelin 1936, Goddard 1967), stems (Voegelin 1938-40), 
noun inflection (Parks 1975), incorporation (Norcross 1993), and formal syntax (Dol- 
ing 1981). Texts are in Voegelin 1953, Voegelin, Robinett, & Hickerson 1953, and 
Yegerlehner 1954; a dictionary in Pearson 1991; and a grammar in Andrews 1994. 
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